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LAMBERT - ST. LOUIS INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT1

The St. Louis area’s main airport, Lambert-

St. Louis International Airport, is a national 

hub with 2 terminals, 5 concourses, and 

85 gates serving 20 airlines.2 Conveniently 

located in the region, Lambert is 15 minutes 

from downtown St. Louis and has on-site 

access to the newly expanded MetroLink 

light rail system. American Airlines has a 

significant presence at Lambert in addition 

to Southwest and other low-cost providers, 

making airfares competitive. The following 

are recent volume statistics for the airport.

  Airport Carriers and Flights, 2008

St. Louis

  Number of Carriers (1) 30

  Nonstop Destinations Served (2) 68

  Daily Flights (2) 480

  Passengers = 

  Arrivals + Departures (1) 13,214,000 

  Air Carriers Serving Lambert-St. Louis
  International Airport3

  Air Canada Great Lakes

  Air Choice One Midwest Connect

  AirTran Northwest

  American Southwest

  Continental United

  Delta USAirways

  Frontier USA3000

A $1 billion expansion project creating a 

new 9,000-foot runway, Runway 11-29, and 

improving capacity, was completed in 2006 

and minimizes delays, particularly during 

inclement weather. The airport has started 

work on a $16.9 million first phase of its 

“Airport Experience” renovation project for 

the main airport terminal. This update will 

improve the look and function of the termi-

nal including facility maintenance, in-bound 

baggage claim system, and improved sig-

nage. The airport has also started work on 

adding more local restaurants and vendors.4

In 2008, the St. Louis region contin-

ued a series of high level discussions 

with the Chinese government to establish 

Greater St. Louis as the Midwestern gate-

way for inbound products via air cargo. 

Market and logistics studies are ongoing 

to demonstrate the expected lower costs 

and fewer delays that St. Louis airports 

would offer. An intergovernmental, public-

private partnership, the Midwest-China Hub 

Commission, has been formed by St. Louis 

regional governments, the RCGA, Missouri 

Partnership, and Missouri Chamber of 

Commerce to pursue this expanded role for 

St. Louis as a center for international trade.

MIDAMERICA ST. LOUIS AIRPORT

MidAmerica St. Louis Airport serves as 

the St. Louis Region’s second full ser-

vice commercial airport and as a reliever 

to Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. 

Located in St. Clair County, Ill., it provides 

state-of-the-art facilities for passengers, 

traffic, and cargo, including an adjacent 

800-acre industrial park. It has a 10,000-

foot and an 8,000-foot runway and serves 

cargo, commercial, and military flights. 

MidAmerica St. Louis Airport began reg-

ularly scheduled intercontinental cargo 

service to South America in 2008. Teqflor 

Logistics chose the airport for its central 

and efficient location to distribute fresh 

flowers and return with Midwestern-made 

high-tech parts and equipment for export. 

Further linkups with Asian trade to South 

America are being pursued.5

Much of the area surrounding the air-

port is an Illinois Tax Increment Financing 

(TIF) District designed to help appropriate 

new businesses locate nearby and the air-

port is part of a Foreign Trade Zone. The 

MidAmerica St. Louis Airport is 24 miles 

from downtown St. Louis.6

OTHER AIRPORTS

Spirit of St. Louis Airport, the area’s 

largest regional airport, is in St. Louis 

County. It has recently renovated its 

main runway and parallel taxiways. The 

airport is home to 476 aircraft, including 

125 corporate jets. 

Another large regional airport, St. Louis 

Downtown Airport, is just across the 

river from the City of St. Louis in Sauget, 

Ill. and provides quick access to the 

downtown area. It is located on a 1,013 

acre site with an industrial-business park. 

The airport is owned by Metro which runs 

Greater St. Louis’ bus and light rail transit 

system. In 2006, 156,866 flights arrived 

or departed from the airport. 

St. Louis Regional Airport is only 25 

minutes from downtown St. Louis in 

East Alton, Ill. and serves a diverse 

clientele—from corporate aircraft and 

general aviators to the U.S. military and 

regional aircraft makers. At 2,300 acres, 

the airport is Illinois’ fourth largest, 

handling an average of 80,000 opera-

tions per year.

Several other smaller regional airports 

are also a quick commute from the 

downtown area. 

WATER
Situated at the confluence of the 

Mississippi, Missouri, and Illinois rivers, 

St. Louis is home to the nation’s second-

largest inland port by trip ton-miles with 

over 23 billion trip ton-miles in 2006.9 Our 
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GGreater St. Louis’ central location is near the geographic 
center of the United States and closer than any other 
metropolitan area to the population center. The St. Louis, 
MO-IL MSA is within approximately 500 miles of one-
third of the U.S. population and within 1,500 miles of 
90 percent of the people in North America. This location 
at the intersection of many large national transportation 
routes of all types is a big part of what makes St. Louis 
“Perfectly Centered” and “Remarkably Connected.”
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position as the northernmost year-round 

ice-free port increases our competitive 

advantage. Our port is served by all major 

barge lines and offers more than 100 

docks and terminal facilities and connects 

St. Louis to industrial centers in 15 states 

located along the Mississippi, Missouri, 

Ohio, Illinois and Tennessee Rivers, the 

Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico. The 

port had over 26,000 each of inbound 

and outbound vessels with over 31 million 

short tons of freight traffic in 2006.10

TRI-CITY REGIONAL 
PORT DISTRICT STATISTICS11

Size: Located on over 1,200 acres on the 

Mississippi River, the port offers intermodal 

resources not found in other U.S. markets 

with access to the River’s Edge Business 

Park containing over 800 acres of space for 

distribution, warehousing and manufacturing. 

Volume: The Tri-City Regional Port District 

serves approximately 2,500 barges annu-

ally and is served by all major barge lines.

Channel Depth: Depth varies between 10 

and 45 feet, with an average depth of 32 feet.

Minimum Channel Width: 300 feet (91.4 meters)

Season: The port is the northernmost year-

round ice free port on the inland waterway.

RAIL7

Home to six Class I railroads and several 

smaller industrial rail lines, St. Louis is the 

nation’s third-largest rail center.

  Class 18

  Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

  Canadian National Railway 

  CSX Transportation 

  Kansas City Southern 

  Norfolk Southern 

  Union Pacific 

  Short Lines

  Alton and Southern Railway

  Central Midland Railway

  Illinois Western Railway

  Manufacturers Railway Company

  Terminal Railroad

  Passenger

  Amtrak

  MetroLink

FOREIGN TRADE ZONES12

Greater St. Louis has two general pur-

pose Foreign Trade Zones (FTZs) with 

multiple sites and seven special purpose 

sub-zones located conveniently close to 

truck, rail, barge, and air access.

Foreign Trade Zone No. 31 is a public/pri-

vate sector venture operated by the Tri-City 

Regional Port District in Granite City, Ill. and 

including six other general purpose sites with 

flexible warehouse/industrial space, with 

excellent multi-modal transportation access. 

The sites are 1. Tri-City Regional Port District 

(47 acres), 2. 1603 State St., Granite City, Ill.

(90,000 sq. ft.), 3. 1100 Niedringhaus Ave., 

Granite City, Ill. (209,000 sq. ft.), 4. 1000 and 

2000 Access Rd., Madison, Ill. (122,600 sq. ft.), 

5. Gateway Commerce Center, intersection of 

I-255 and I-270 in Madison County, Ill. (2,254 

acres), 6. River’s Edge Industrial Park, 1635 

W. First St., Granite City, Ill. (458 acres), and 

7. MidAmerica Airport adjacent to Scott Air 

Force Base in St. Clair County (3,851 acres). 

FTZ 31 has three special purpose subzone 

sites: DaimlerChrysler (31A), WRB Refining 

(31B), and Premcor Refining Group (31C). 

Foreign Trade Zone No. 102 is situated 

next to I-70 at the Red Arrow Corporation 

warehouse and distribution facility at 3901 

Union Boulevard in the City of St. Louis 

near Lambert-St. Louis International Airport. 

It is 484,920 square feet including bonded 

warehouse space for foreign trade use. 

FTZ 102 has four special use subzones for 

Ford (102A), GM (102B), Florsheim Shoe Co. 

(102C), and Bayer Cropscience (102D). The 

zone was expanded in 2009 to include two 

additional general purpose sites adjacent 

to Lambert Airport: NorthPark industrial 

park (492 acres) and Hazelwood Commerce 

Center (272 acres).

HIGHWAYS

  Four interstate highways intersect
  the St. Louis region.

   I-44  I-64

  I-55 I-70

  Four interstate linkages provide further
  connections for St. Louis motorists.

   I-255  I-270

  I-170 I-370

The “Avenue of the Saints” highway from 

St. Louis to St. Paul, Minn. was completed 

in July 2008 after 15 years of work. The 550 

mile, four-lane expressway “high-priority 

corridor” adds yet another major spoke to 

St. Louis’ interstate transportation hub.13
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