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e HEALTH CARE
St. Louis is one of the nation’s leading 

health care centers. St. Louis is home to 

two renowned medical schools at Saint 

Louis University and Washington University. 

In the class of 2006-07 these schools of 

medicine graduated 281 MDs and 221 PhDs 

in Health-Related Sciences.1 The St. Louis, 

MO-IL MSA had 7,510 physicians in 2006, 

including 2,264 in primary care, 671 in 

subspecialties, and 3,473 in all other spe-

cialties according to the American Medical 

Association.2

In addition, the region has a dental 

school, college of optometry, college of 

chiropractic medicine, and two schools 

of pharmacy. Greater St. Louis also has 

numerous nursing, allied health, and health 

care technical programs.

These colleges and universities along 

with a diverse range of local health care 

organizations have made St. Louis national-

ly known as a center for medical research, 

especially in the areas of medical devices 

and pharmaceuticals.

The health care and social assistance 

industry in Greater St. Louis employed over 

163,000 people in 2007 according to the 

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. The follow-

ing table is a breakdown of the number of 

employees and establishments in various 

health care industry sub-sectors.

ST. LOUIS, MO-IL MSA
HEALTH CARE AND SOCIAL ASSISTANCE INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT, 20073

NAICS   Total
Code Industry Sector Description Employees Establishments

62 Health Care and Social Assistance 163,636 6,415

621 Ambulatory Health Care Services 50,944 4,591

6211 Offices of Physicians 18,921 1,862

6212 Offices of Dentists 7,259 1,080

6213 Offices of Other Health Practitioners 7,245 1,101

6214 Outpatient Care Centers 5,368 164

6215 Medical and Diagnostic Laboratories 2,282 127

6216 Home Health Care Services 6,159 178

6219 Other Ambulatory Health Care Services 2,314 80

622 Hospitals 59,999 69

6221 General Medical and Surgical Hospitals 56,804 57

6222 Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Hospitals 359 1

6223 Other Hospitals 2,750 11

623 Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 29,955 526

6231 Nursing Care Facilities 19,180 186

6232 Residential Mental Health Facilities 4,574 178

6233 Community Care Facilities for the Elderly 5,159 122

6239 Other Residential Care Facilities 1,042 41

624 Social Assistance 22,738 1,230
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